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OCAP and Research Ethics in First Nations Communities




« The mission of the First Nations Centre (FNC)
IS to advance First Nations health knowledge.
The FNC respects First Nations aspirations for
self-determination, distinctiveness and
diversity. Working with First Nations, the FNC
creates, promotes and shares health
Information and research. The FNC develops
tools and processes that assist in building
capacity and transferring knowledge.




Empowering First Nations

The First Nations Center uses knowledge-based strategies to assist
First Nations individuals, communities and leaders in making
effective and appropriate health choices.

Self-Determination in Health Information for First Nations

The First Nations Centre raises awareness of, and acts in
accordance with, First Nations ownership, control, access and
possession (OCAP) of their information for purposes of planning,
accountability, advocacy and health care.

Relationships with First Nations

The First Nations Centre builds and enhances ongoing relationships
with First Nations individuals, communities, and organizations.

Relevance to First Nations

The First Nations Centre aims for its activities to benefit and make
sense to community leaders, health workers, and members
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In the past, it was common to
hear the phrase “WWe have been
researched to death”.

« The focus has now changed.
In the present we can now say,
“We are researching ourselves

back to life.”

Art by Terry Dokis

-Commissioned by the
First Nations Centre at
NAHO



“The gathering of information and its subsequent use are
Inherently political. In the past, Aboriginal people have not
been consulted about what information should be collected,
who should gather that information, who should maintain it,
and who should have access to it. The information
gathered may or may not have been relevant to the
guestions, priorities and concerns of Aboriginal peoples.
Because data gathering has frequently been imposed by
outside authorities, it has met with resistance in many
quarters” - RCAP
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Template for a Code of
Research Ethics

This model contains useful policies and procedures that need
to be considered in governing, managing or guiding research
activity in First Nations.

Is a framework of principles and procedures to regulate and
guide all research in a community.

Has many benefits such as increasing public awareness of First
Nations’ policies, principles, protocols, and rights in relation to
research. Its very existence serves as a foundation to assert
self-determination over research in the community (i.e, assertion
of OCAP).

Useful in reviewing proposals, managing research partnerships,
overseeing research and researchers and monitoring, evaluating
and reporting on the code’s implementation and use.
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Template for a Collaborative
Research Agreement

« A collaborative research agreement represents a formal
summary of rights, responsibilities and expectations between
the research parties. Information regarding the principal

researchers and the research project is usually included in the
agreement.

* |t ensures that the research process is transparent, that
Interests are appropriately balanced, and that all parties
understand and agree on a range of issues.

« This ensures an equal research partnership.
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